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The philosophical writings of Rhazes were never so
widely known as his medical works, chiefly because
they were condemned as heretical by almost all muslim
religious schools.

For the commemoration ceremony of the eleven
hundreth year of the birth anniversary of this great
Iranian physician and philosopher to be held in Tehran,
Professor A. A. Hekmat, President of the National
Commission of Unesco for Iran had suggested that one

of the philosophical works of Rhazes be published. So
the present work : al- Sirat al- Falsafiya which is in
reality a foorm of autobiography and an apology of his
moral and philosophical ideas and of his private life, was
chosen for publication. The text of the book has been
photographed from the'*Opera Philosophica’ti i JSL.))
P. 99 - 111, edited by the late Paul Kraus in Cairo in
1939, and the Persian translation by the late Abbas Igbal
published in Tehran in 1936,has been added to it. An
introduction to al-Sirat al-Falsafiya which was published
by Paul Kraus in Orientalia vol. IV, 1935 in an article
entitled Raziana I, P. 300 - 334, Abbas Igbal has also
included the translation of this introduction, which we
have reproduced here.

It was also felt that a detailed introduction on the
life, works and ideas of al- Razi should be added to the
present publication, and it is sincerely hoped that this
may prove useful to scholars and readers.

M. Mohaghegh
Tehran, Sept. Ist 1964



INTRODUCTION

Rhazes (this is the latinized form of his name, which
was in full Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariya ibn
Yahya al - Razi) was bomn in Raiy, near modem Tehran,
on the Ist of Sha®ban 251 A. H./ 865 A. D. and died
there on the 5th of Sha‘ban 313 A. H/ 27th of October
925A.D.

Rhazes, undoubtedly the greatest physician of the
Islamic world and one of the great physicians of all
time, is said to have come to the study of medicine some-
what late in life. He learned medicine in Baghdad,
then the leading center of learning in the known world
and later returned to Raiy where he directed a hospital.

Rhazes is the author of a large number of books
in many fields of science. Abu Raihan al-Biruni wrote a
catalogue of Rhazes’ works amounting to 184 items
which can be classified as follows :

Medicine ‘56 books ,physics 33, logic 7, mathematics
and astronomy 10, commentaries and abridgments 7,
philosophy and hypothetical sciences 17, metaphysics 6,
theology 14, alchemy 22, atheistic books 2, and mis-
cellaneous works 10.

Rhazes’ medical writings were highly prized in
the Middle Ages and were accepted as the basis for
modemn research. Of his many works the most important
is the Kitab al- Hawi ( Continens), an enormous en-
cyclopedia of medicine containing many extracts [rom
Greek and Hindu authors and also observations of
his own.



Cet ouvrage qui retracera brievement la vie et 'oeuvre du grand
savant iranien est du aux efforts du Dr Mehdi Mohaghegh, professeur
a I'Université de Téhéran, qui a bien voulu , a la demande du Sec-
rétariat de la Commission Nationale Iranienne pour I’'Unesco, ac-
cepter la tache de réunir les éléments indispensables a sa rédaction.

A. A. Hekmat
Président de le commission
nationale irannienne pour
I'Unesco



Préambule

Pareils & des astres illuminant de tout leur éclat et de toute leur
splendeur I'univers infini, les maitres de la science, des lettres et des
arts, éclairent de leur génie et de leur rayonnement I’humanité entiére
dont ils deviennent, dés leur apparition, et pour les siécles a venir,
les guides et les maitres a penser.

Savants, écrivains et artistes de tous les temps et de tous les pays
n’ont jamais appartenu a une seule nation et 4 un seul peuple. Ils se
sont toujours élévés au-dessus des contingences humaines et se sont
imposés, par leur génie et par leur grande valeur morale, a tous leurs
contemporains et a toutes les générations futures. Toutes les généra-
ations qui se sont succédé se sont inspirées de leurs legons et de leur
exemple, maintenant intact leur esprit et pemmettant, pour le plus
grand bierde I’humanité I’éclosion de nouveanx génies.

L’Organisation des Nations Unies pour la science, la culture et
I’éducation, I'Unesco, qui a pour tache, non seulement de diffuser
I'instruction et I’éducation mais également de renforcer les relations
culturelles entre les nations, poursuivant la mission qui lui a été
assignée, entreprend dans tous les pays ou elle exerce ses activités, de
commémorer avec la plus grande solennité, les anniversaires de ces
étres exceptionnels.

C’est ainsi qu’au cours de sa derniére Conférence générale et de
sa 12 e session, sur proposition de la Commission Nationale Iranienne
pour I’'Unesco et par une résolution spéciale, voulant rendre hommage
au grand médecin, philosophe et chimiste iranien qu’est Mohammad
Zaccharia Razi, a décidé d’organiser en 1964, avec le concours de
tous les pays membres, une cérémonie commémorant le 1100e an-

niversaire de la naissance de ce grand savant.

La Commission Nationale Iranienne pour I'Unesco, de son cOté,
célebrera I'événement, par la publication d’un ouvrage Al Sirat-el
Falsafia”, ouvrage qui constituera sa modeste contribution.
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